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Margaret Gilman was a very special woman who dedicated her life to her family and her faith. Always caring and thoughtful, she found great happiness in the simple pleasures in life and sharing herself with others.

Marvin Hill and his wife, Lydia (Bailey) lived a modest life in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where Marvin earned a living as a foundry worker while Lydia was a homemaker. Already the proud parents of their daughter, Jean, on December 28, 1922, they welcomed the birth of their second daughter, Margaret Marie. Their youngest daughter, Betty, joined the family a few years later, to complete the Hill household.

Margaret spent her growing up years in Grand Rapids, and attended the Grand Rapids Public Schools, graduating from South High School in 1941. She and her family also attended a Baptist church in their area. Neighbor Charles H. Gilman was the older brother of Margaret's best friend Kate. The two struck up a friendship early on, which turned to a long-distance courtship when Charles joined the war effort in 1942 and was stationed with the Coast Guard in Hawaii. In 1944, the couple were married and moved to Grand Haven, and later to Saugatuck where Charles' grandparents lived. Charles and Margaret's first child, son Charles, was born in 1945 followed by Richard in 1948, and Janice in 1952. In Saugatuck, Charles was employed by Fruit Growers State Bank, beginning as a janitor and working his way up to Vice President. Margaret was a devoted mother, providing her family with a nurturing home, full of love and support. The family also became active members of the First Congregational Church in Saugatuck.

In 1964, Margaret tragically lost her beloved Charles when a sudden heart attack ended his earthy life at age 47. Although heartbroken, Margaret remained strong in order to give comfort to her children who were 19, 16 and 12 at the time. Now the sole provider for her family, Margaret went to work as a teller at the Saugatuck bank, then called Citizens Trust and Savings, and remained here until her retirement in the early 1980s. In 1984, Margaret decided to move from the house she and Charles built in the early 1960s on Cemetery Road, to Johnson's Mobile Home Park just outside Saugatuck.

Retirement brought extra time for Margaret to spend with her family and other interests. She was an avid crossword puzzle solver and completed the one in the local news paper every day. She enjoyed knitting and crocheting, and curling up with a good mystery or inspirational book. Margaret played the piano for Sunday School, sang in her church choir and served in various service positions in the church. Her family especially enjoyed Margaret's cooking, particularly her big Sunday dinners, and she canned many fruits and vegetables for use all year long. Margaret was a detail oriented person and very organized; she was the one who kept the family on track. Yet it was her incredibly kind heart that all who knew and loved her will treasure.

Margaret Marie Gilman, age 83, of Saugatuck, MI, died Tuesday, June 6, 2006, at Resthaven Care Center of Holland, MI. She was preceded in death by her husband, Charles Gilman, grandson Timothy Esch and sister Jean Denton. Her family includes her children: Charles M. and Evelyn Gilman of Georgetown, DE, Richard and Sandra Gilman of Fennville, Janice and David Esch of Ann Arbor; 6 grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren; sister, Betty Rinvelt, of Grand Rapids; in-laws, Keith Denton of Kalamazoo, Ruth and Richard Blakely of Grand Rapids; several nieces, nephews and cousins. Visiting will be from 7-9 p.m. on Friday, June 9, at the Saugatuck Chapel of Dykstra Life Story Funeral Home. Services will be at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 10, at the First Congregation Church of Saugatuck with the Rev. Edith Winter and burial in Riverside Cemetery Saugatuck. Memorial contributions may be made to The First Congregational Church of Saugatuck. Please visit www.lifestorynet.com where you may share a memory or sign the online guestbook

